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The majestic car

The Ardennes in Belgium, August 28, 1963: ten international motor

fournalisis were at last introduced to the new large Mercedes imousine,

the Mercedes-Benz 600, which had been awaited with great suspense.
An exorbitantly luxurious car, designed, as rumor had it to outcliss
evervthing that had been available to ambitious customers all over the

world in the category of top-notch limousines.
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"Climb in. Everything is as before, only completely different.’

This comment, made not without pride, is attributed to the fathers of

the Mercedes-Benz 600 which exudes distinction and luxury in every

respect. Chief Engineer Dr. Fritz Nallinger and his highly ingenious
team, Rudolf Uhlenhaut, Josef Miller and Karl Wilfert, had been

assigned the task of designing a new Grand Mercedes, a large touring

and representative car.
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Synthesis of dynamism and comfort

Up to that point in time, the motor journalists were used to large and
heavy cars being rather stolid when it came to handling. Hence they
asked themselves why in the whole wide world the press depariment
had selected a winding mountainous course for trial<driving. The 600
was, after all, a car designed for long-distance travel, for quiet cruising.

Whar a surprise! As the journalists got used
to the car and rising speeds, their anticipa

tion of the next bend grew. The lmousine,
heing anything but light, cormers in a style
that would do credit to a fullv-fledezed
spurts car, as if dynamic driving - and
nothing else - wene its realm, supported in
almost playful manner by the high-pressure

powwer sieering

And the trial-driving journalists went com-
pletely berserk when they had the opportu-
nity to put thelr feet down: the limousine
easily comphited the sprint from stands=ill
o 100 km/h in ten seconds, The 600% top
speed of over 200 kilometers per hour also
testified o its outstanding caliber.

This performance does not come about by
chance, The 600 is powered by a 250 hp
engineg, a 6.3 liter unit which develops s
enormous maximum torgque of 31 mkp at
an engine speed as low as 2800 revolutions
per minute. And thanks to manifold Injec
tion, it does this so elegantly, effortlessly
and quietly that neither interior nor ex-
teror nokse levels are anvihing (o go by in
guessing at the engine’s enormous power.
The 600 set new standards in its dav and

age with its independent wheel suspension,

the alr SUspension whose shock absorbers
were adjustable on the move = needless w
say hydraulically, the level adjustment, the
four compressed-air assisted disc brakes,

with two calipers per wheel at the front.

Indeed, the car Incorporated evervihing the
latest engineering had o offer at the time
and that Mercedes-Benz had developed
with a view to the future = also [n werms of
safety because that angle hid certainly not
been neglected by the Mercedes engineers,
Mercedes-Benz had presented the “best car
I the world”, as the journalists wrote a few
iwys after the launch. The synthesis of com-
fort and dynamism received enthusiasti
praise - as & manifestation of the future of
the awiomollle
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Exclusiveness for individualists

The eagerly awaited new, large Mercedes-Benz made its first public
appearance in grand style at the Frankfurt International Motor Show
in September 1963, The 600 was instantly accepted by the world
market - i.e. the potential, highly demanding clientele - as a competi-
tive car because it surpassed the relevant international competition by
a wide margin. It became one the most exclusive cars in the world, and
aver and above this it boosted the image of the German motor industry,

from which exports benefited in their entirety.
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2,677 dreams come true

Betwesn 1063 and 1981, a wtal of 2,477 units Prices of the Pullman started at DM 63,500

were produced of the Mercedes-Benz 600 E 467, Al the time, this sort of m;
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Technical data Mercedes-Benz 600/
600 Pullman, 1963 - 1981

General daia ] &0 Pullman

Whee fhass 3000 mm

rear track K 158771581

ns LxWxH wh 1950 x 1500 mm 6240 x 1950 x 1510 mm

ox, 146 m

Bar
ng axle

Lomipression ratic 1 Rear axle suspension: Air bellows with leve

Mixture formation: Elght-plunger injection sdjusiment and 2 prings,

pump with Intermittent manifold Injection, anii-roll bar, Hyd risers front

automatic choke and warm-up and rear, adjustable on the

Brakes: Hydraulic dual-cirouit brake system
with compressed-air assistance, four brake
driven by on discs with two brake calipers on eéach front

wheel; mechanlcal foot-operated parking

Power transmission: brake acting on the rear  discs,
Rear-wheel drive, locking differential manually released or hvdraulically released

Cluich: Hydraulh automatically when starting off

Transmission: Fourspeced automatic Stew Progressively acting recirculating
Ratios: 1% 3,98, 204 2 44 ball-type power steering, steering damper
3nd 1,58, 4'% 100, R 3.23 Wheels: 6| XI5 H

Axbe ratho: 3.23 lires [mubeless): 200 H 15/6 PR

ar 225 HR 15
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